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J I J is for jellyfish. Jellyfish are not really fish, but the bodies of jellyfish have a substance that is like jelly. Most 
jellyfish drift with ocean currents. One jellyfish sits on sandy bottoms and faces upward. This jellyfish is called 
the upside-down jellyfish. The Samoan name for jellyfish is alualu. 






^ K is for kuku. Kuku is the Samoan name for a common crab found on the coral reefs in Samoa. The kuku 

is easy to recognize because it has big red spots. Samoans enjoy eating this crab. 





overhangs. Lace coral is delicate and can break easily if touched. 




a coral reef. The top surface of mushroom corals have many thin ridges that look like the underside of a mushroom. 




alternative to a shell, nudibranchs have chemicals and poisons on their bodies that protect them from predators. 




O is for octopus. Octopuses are shy animals, but they are one of the smartest animals living on a coral reef. 
They are masters of camouflage and can rapidly change colors to match their surroundings to avoid detection. The Samoan 
name for octopus is fe’e. 
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size parrotfish is fuga. 




ribbon worms can be a meter long. They are usually found under loose boulders on the coral reef. 
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bristles that can sting you. Some worms even look like a Christmas tree. Samoans like to eat the palolo worm. 
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X is for xanthid crab. Xanthid crabs are commonly found hiding under rocks or in crevices of the coral 




Y is for yellowfin goatfish. Yellowfin goatfish are common reef fish that stay together in groups during the 
day. At night, they scatter over the sand bottoms looking for food. 
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animals like fish and whales feed on zooplankton. 
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